
Summary in English  

Doctoral thesis: The Turning Point: The Relationship between The Catholic 

Church and the Jews before and after The Second Vatican Council. 

 

The thesis gives a general overview of the relationship between The Catholic 

Church and the Jews through the centuries up to an unexpected turning point 

during the Second Vatican Council (1962-65). Its basic hypothesis is that this 

turning point is based on three historical events: the Holocaust, the creation of 

the State of Israel and the Second Vatican Council. 

 

Part I summarizes the relationship between Christians and Jews from the time 

of the apostles and the early Church to the beginning of the 20
th

 century. Part II 

gives a more detailed account of Christian-Jewish relations from the time of 

Pope Pius X to Pope John XXIII and the Second Vatican Council. This part of 

the thesis focuses on two events: the rise and fall of The pious Association of 

Priests called the “Amici Israel” (1926-28), and the relationship between the 

Holy See and Germany leading up to Hitler’s Third Reich and the Holocaust 

1933-1945. Part III reviews the historical events leading to the foundation of the 

State of Israel, and its early relations with the Holy See and Pope Pius XII.  

Part IV presents Pope John XXIII’s plans for an Ecumenical council and 

his epochal meeting with the French –Jewish historian Jules Isaac, which led to 

the inclusion of a document on the Jews, ‘de Judaeis’, among the schemata of 

the Council. Further, it discusses the obstacles during the passage of that 

document through various Council sessions until it was finally included and 

ratified in the Declaration On the Relation of the Church to Non-Christian 

Religions, Nostra aetate. Part V summarizes the development of the new 

relationship between Christians and Jews in the Catholic Church over the past 



fifty+ years, particularly as regards Catholic teaching on the subject and the 

exchange of biblical scholarship. 

 


