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Donna L. Seamone, (Ph.D. Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley 2000) is Associate Professor of 

Comparative Religion Classics at Acadia University in Wolfville, Nova Scotia, where she also holds the 

Lumsden Chair in Religious Studies. In addition to teaching religious studies she also serves as a core faculty 

member in three interdisciplinary programs: Environmental and Sustainability Studies Program Women's 

and Gender Studies Program Interdisciplinary M.A. Program in Social and Political Thought. She has twice 

received teaching awards at Acadia. She has also taught at Wilfrid Laurier University and McMaster 

University. Her research spans the same interdisciplinary range as indicated by her teaching with core 

research proficiencies in the performance approach to ritual and ethnographic approaches to the study of 

lived religion. She combines ritual studies and narrative approaches to the study of experience focusing on: 

religious systems as cultures, the interface between religion and culture; and on issues of gender, ethnicity, 

race, class and nature. Her major work, ‘This is My Story, This is my Song”: A Pentecostal Woman's Life 

Story and Ritual Performance. University of California Press (Forthcoming) is an ethnographic study of 

Afro-Canadian-Caribbean Pentecostal ritual and daily life, based on a two-year fieldwork study of an Afro-

Caribbean-Canadian Pentecostal Church. She has published other articles related to this topic and most 

recently has served as is the Guest co editor (with Ute Hüsken) of special issue of the Journal of Ritual 

Studies on “The Denial of Ritual. (in press: winter 2013)” She has written numerous articles, and book on 

Liturgy, Spirituality, method in ritual studies and most recently has written a book chapter called “Religion 

as a Social Problem in Canada: Anti –Feminism and Women’s Experience of the Violence of Religion” in 

Social Problems in Canada: Mapping Geographies of Violence (forthcoming 2013) This latter chapter is 

related to a manuscript in progress, an auto-ethnography called Acting out: Anti-feminism and Reinvention of 

Religious Life. ]). She has given invited lectures at the University of Oslo, the University of Heidelberg, 

University of Waterloo, and Wilfrid Laurier University. She has presented papers and invited responses at 

conferences in Canada, United States, Holland, Korea, and Germany. Dr. Seamone has been actively 

involved in national and international professional organizations. Most notably, for four years (2006-10), she 

served as Secretary and on the Executive Committee of the Canadian Society for the Study of Religion.  

From 2001 to 2008 she served on the Ritual Studies Group Steering Committee of the American Academy 

of Religion (the world’s largest association of religious studies scholars) and for five years was co-chair of 

this group. 
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