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Ida Marie Høeg (born 1965) is researcher at KIFO, Centre for Church Research in Oslo. She holds a 
Ph.D. in Sociology of Religion at the University of Bergen (2008), entitled Ritualisation of the 
beginning of life. The dissertation examines pluralisation of birth and naming rituals with reference to 
the christening service and alternative naming ceremonies. She has been researching in the field of 
sociology of religion and ritual studies for more than a decade. The findings from her research have 
been published in various articles and edited collections. Her current research involves examining the 
impact of religion on ritual actions, arenas and actors connected to the disaster of 22 July 2011. Ida is 
together with Olaf Aagedal and Pål Ketil Botvar the editors of a forthcoming book 22 July 2011 – The 
Public Grief at The Norwegian University Press. 
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Project for REDO:  
Performance violence and public ritual response Description: “Rituals, religion and new 
communities across religious boundaries.”  
 
This study will explore the ritual actions connected to the Muslim funerals and Muslim-Christian 
funeral of the victims from the terror attacks in Oslo/Utøya 22 July 2011.  These funerals placed 
religious and national affiliation on the agenda, and express grief and despair across religious 
boundaries. The aim of this project is to study the collective ritual actions’ social importance for 
democratic values like active participation and influence on the society by focusing on the dynamic 
between ritual agents and ritual arenas in a funeral context. The study will examine the process and 
the character of collective ritual actions were ritual agents and religious institutions played an active 
role in developing and performing public ritual actions. The methodological approach to the project 
is media analysis and in depth-studies with ritual agents.  
(Further description will be updated). 
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