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Nationality / Date & Place of Birth:   USA and French / 21 November 1951 - Los Angeles, USA 

 

 

Employment history 

 

1985 - 1998  Research Fellow. National Center for Scientific Research (Centre National de la 

Recherche Scientifique), CNRS (Paris, France). 

1998 - present Full Professor (Directeur d’études). Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes, EPHE 

(Paris, France).  

 

Teaching experience 

 

Université Paris 1 - Tolbiac (1979-1980)  

Université de Haute-Bretagne - Rennes II (1983-1984)  

Université de Nantes (1984-1985)  

Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Science Sociales (1984-1987, 2004-2013)  

University of Hawaii at Manoa (1990-1991) 

Université Paris X - Nanterre (1987-1988, 1996-1998, 2004-2005)  

Université Blaise Pascal (2006-2013)  

Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes (1998-2013) 

 

Fieldwork experience 

 

- Beaufortain Valley, Savoie, France. Emigration and the transformation of economic transactions 

in an Alpine valley (1973).  

- Menigoute Canton, Deux Sevres, France. Leisure activities of rural French populations (1977). 

- Abomey, Republic of Benin. History and social organization in the royal city of Abomey (1983-

1984).  

- Ziguinchor, Senegal. Adaptive strategies of migrants in a multi-ethnic urban environment. 

(1985). 

- Beti communities, Ocean District, Republic of Cameroon. Kinship and social organization. 

(1974, 1978-1979, 1996-1997). 

- Black Maroon communities, Saint Laurent du Maroni, French Guyana. Ritual practice and 

bureaucratic procedures (2003). 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Publications  

 

Books  

 

- Houseman, M. & C. Severi Naven or the Other Self. A Relational Approach to Ritual Action. 

Revised and augmented English version. Leiden: Brill Publications, 1998 [1994]. 

- Houseman, M. Le rouge est le noir. Essais sur le rituel. Toulouse : Presses Universitaires le 

Mirail, 2012. 

 

Edited volumes 

 

- Houseman, M. (ed.) Eprouver l’initiation. Systèmes de pensée en Afrique noire 18, 2008.  

- Grange, C. & M. Houseman (eds.) Les réseaux de parenté, refonder l’analyse. Annales de 

Démographie Historique 2008 (2), 2009. 

 

Selection of recent articles 

 

- "Painful places: ritual encounters with one’s homelands", J. Roy. Anthrop. Inst. 4(3): 447-467, 

1998. 

- "Quelques configurations relationnelles de la douleur" in F. Héritier (ed.) De la violence II, 

Paris: Odile Jacob, pp. 77-112, 1999.  

- "Vers un modèle anthropologique de la pratique psychothérapeutique", Thérapie familiale 24 

(3): 289-312, 2003.  

-  "Vers une psychologie de la pratique rituelle? ", Critique 680-681: 102-144, 2004. 

-  "Relationality", in J. Kreinath, J. Snoek & M. Stausberg (eds.), Theorizing Rituals. Issues, 

Topics, Approaches, Concepts. Leiden: Brill, pp. 413-428, 2006. 

- "Le corps et ses doubles", in S. Bréton (ed.) Qu’est ce qu’un corps ? Paris: Musée du quai 

Branly/Flammarion, pp. 24-57, 2006 (with M. Coquet). 

-  "Menstrual slaps and first blood celebrations. Inference, simulation and the learning of ritual", in 

Berliner, D. & R. Sarró (eds.) Learning Religion: Anthropological Approaches. Oxford & 

New York: Berghahn Books, pp. 31-48, 2007.  

-  "La parenté radiographiée. Un nouveau logiciel pour l’analyse des réseaux matrimoniaux", 

L’Homme 191: 107-138 (with K. Hamberger & C. Grange), 2009. 

-  "Des rituels contemporains de première menstruation", Ethnologie française 40(1): 57-66, 2010. 

-  "Ritual and Emotions: Moving Relations, Patterned Effusions", Religion and Society. Advances 

in Research 1: 57-75, 2010 (with F. Berthomé). 

-  "Où sont les gigots d’antan? A propos des pratiques de partage chez les beti du Cameroun", in 

A. Itéanu (ed.), La cohérence des sociétés. Mélanges en hommages à Daniel de Coppet, 

Paris: Editions de la Maison des Sciences de l’Homme, pp. 247-270, 2010. 

- "Refracting Ritual: An Upside-down Perspective on Ritual, Media and Conflict », in R. Grimes, 

U. Huesken, U. Simon & E. Venbrux (eds.), Ritual, Media, and Conflict, Oxford Ritual 

Studies Series. New York: Oxford University Press, pp. 255-284, 2011. 

- "Kinship network Analysis", in J. Scott & P.J. Carrington (eds.), The Sage Handbook of Social 

Network Analysis, Los Angeles: Sage Publications, pp. 533-549, 2011 (with K. Hamberger 

& D.R. White). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


