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The Peder Sather Center of UC
Berkeley is pleased to
announce its co-sponsorship of
three-day long workshop on
environmental change and
ritualized relationships with the
other-than-human world. As a
joint-collaboration with REDO,
a University of Oslo research
network funded by the
Norwegian Research Council,
and co-hosted by the Graduate
Theological Union (GTU) at
Berkeley, the workshop
explores some of the new
ontologies developed in the
social sciences over the past
two decades that have revised
and revisited animism,
materialism, and religion in
new and original ways. As
REDO--short for Reassembling
Democracy: Ritual as Cultural
Resource--has aimed to better
understand the capacity and
function of ritual within
democratic cultures, the
October gathering will focus
on how these new theoretical
approaches deepen our
understanding of ritual

Peder Sather Center
An International Research and Educational
Collaboration between UC Berkeley and Norway

practices that are shaped by
and shape environmental
change, and their potential
social effectiveness when the
social is expanded to include
things and beings beyond the
human.
The twenty participants meet
for closed-door sessions
between October 21--22nd.
On Sunday, October 23rd,
members of the public and the
broader communities at UC
Berkeley and the GTU are
invited to a special open
concluding session,
"Environmental Change, Rethinking Religion" at the Doug
Adams Gallery at the Center for
the Arts and Religion, at 2:30
PM.
Participants:
• Marisol de la Cadena (UC

Davis)
• Rune Flikke (University of
Oslo)
• Marion Grau (Norwegian
School of Theology)

• Kjetil Hafstad (University of

Oslo)

• Graham Harvey (Open

University, UK)

• Michael Houseman

(University of Oslo)

• Nina Hoel (University of Oslo)
• Morny Joy (University of

Calgary)

• Yohana Junker (Graduate

Theological Union)

• Jens Kreinath (Wichita State)
• Marianne Lien (University of

Oslo)

• Sarah Pike (Chico State)
• Samuel Robinson (UC

Berkeley)

• Jone Salomonsen (University

of Oslo)

• Jonathan Sheehan (UC

Berkeley)

• Candace Slater (UC Berkeley)
• Karen Lykke Syse (University

of Oslo)

• Bron Taylor (University of

Florida)

• Paul-Francois Tremlett (Open

University, UK)

• Devin Zuber (Graduate

Theological Union)
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Ritualizing Environmental Change, Re-thinking Religion
Interdisciplinary Panel with GTU faculty and REDO scholars

Doug Adams Gallery
2465 Le Conte Avenue,
Berkeley, CA 94709
Sunday, October 23rd
2:30 to 4:30pm

In this public afternoon panel,
Graduate Theological Union
(GTU) scholars who work on
environmental issues will
engage with scholars from
Reassembling Democracy:
Ritual as Cultural Resource
(REDO), an international
research group that explores
ritual and culture. How have
some of the new concerns with
animism, posthumanism, the
so-called “new materialism”

affected the study of religion
and ecological crisis? What
concerns are currently at-stake
in theorizing ritual and our
connections to the “other than
human” world? Participants
include Dr. Rita Sherma,
director of the Center for
Dharma Studies and Associate
Professor of Dharma Studies
(GTU). Dr. Kirsi Stjerna, First
Lutheran, Los Angeles/
Southwest Synod Professor of

Lutheran History and Theology
(PLTS, GTU), and Dr. Robyn
Henderson-Espinoza, Visiting
Assistant Professor of Ethics
(PSR). The conversation will
take place in the GTU’s Doug
Adams Gallery, whose
exhibition of landscape
paintings by Nicholas Coley
raises questions of spirituality
and the ecological. Moderated
by Jone Salomonsen (Oslo)
and Devin Zuber (GTU).

Workshop title: Environmental change and ritualized relationships with the other-thanhuman world
Dates: October 21-23, 2016
Workshop description
This collaborative workshop between scholars at the University of Oslo and University of
California, Berkeley will focus on questions concerning ritual and the other-than-human
world in the context of environmental change. The workshop will be informed by new
ontologies developed in the social sciences in the past two decades, and especially by theorists
who are revising and revisiting animism and materialism in new and original ways (Bennett
2009, Haraway 2007, Latour 2004). These developments have been enriched by the multiple
disciplines that have contributed to their emergence: environmental studies, critical
animal studies, science studies, philosophy, theology and anthropology, to name some of the
most influential. We will explore how these theoretical approaches might deepen our
understanding of the meanings of ritual practices that are shaped by and shape environmental
change, and their social effectiveness when the social is expanded to include things and
beings beyond the human. Such an expanded approach would go beyond the bilateral humananimal or human-plant relationship to multispecies, even rocky assemblages located in
landscapes, and/or anticipated spiritual worlds. Our central research questions are as follows:
• How are human, other-than-human, and the boundaries between them constituted
within the ritual frames we explore in our specific case studies?
• How is ritual in turn shaped by assemblies of the human and other-than-human?
• What expanded meanings of democracy emerge, are expressed, then circulated and
contested in these ritual contexts of multi-species and multi-objects?
• What characteristics of relationships with the other-than-human, if any, might prompt
significant action in the context of climate change or affect social and political
change?
These and other questions concerning ritual and the more-than-human will set the agenda for
our workshop in Berkeley. We expect this project to significantly enhance our understanding
of how contemporary people are responding to and shaping environmental change through
ritualized relationships with other species and the environment.
Such concerns have been at the heart of recent global events, such as the United Nations
Climate Change Conference in Paris, France in 2015 and Pope Francis’ encyclical Laudato
Si', released in 2015 and focused on ecology and climate change. We propose gathering
scholars of international renown and diverse expertise to consider these questions and
concerns in a collaborative setting. We have included in the workshop scholars from all career
stages, from doctoral students to mid-career Associate Professors, to senior scholars who have
been working in their fields for over four decades. Some of the leading scholars of innovative
approaches to studying the relationships between humans and the more-than-human can be
found at the University of California, Berkeley and the University of Oslo: participants such
as Candace Slater (U. C. Berkeley) and Marianne Lien (University of Oslo) are prime
examples of scholars at the forefront of this field whom we aim to bring into collaborative
conversation with one another and the rest of the workshop participants. The workshop is a
powerful representation of interdisciplinary research, bringing together scholars from the
humanities (Portuguese Studies, English, History and Theology) in conversation with others
from the social sciences (Anthropology), with the intention of stimulating new, critical
perspectives on each other’s work.

This workshop builds on previous work by the University of Oslo based research group,
“Reassembling Democracy: Ritual as a Cultural Resource,” an interdisciplinary, international
collaboration of scholars, eleven of whom will participate in this workshop. They will bring
previous workshop discussions about ritual, democracy and the environment into the context
of this Berkeley workshop focused on the other-than-human. If awarded a grant from the
Peder Sather Center, we plan to expand our conversation by supplementing the grant with
funds from the project, Reassembling Democracy: Ritual as a Cultural Resource, in order to
invite other prominent scholars who are not at U. C. Berkeley or the University of Oslo but
will further enrich the workshop.
Participants will be asked to prepare and circulate in advance a short paper addressing the
theme of the session from the perspective of their discipline and research. These papers will
be presented briefly by panelists in each session and discussed by all participants, who will
have read the pre-circulated papers. We expect the eventual outcome of this workshop to be
an edited volume on environmental change and ritualized relationships with the other-thanhuman world, which we will submit to the University of California Press, a highly respected
publisher of the most significant scholarship on religion and ecology (Taylor 2009, Haberman
2006, Berry 2015).

Excursion to
Druid Heights
When:
October 21st, 2016

Time:

11:00 to 17:00

Where:

Muir Beach, Mt.
Tamalpaias
Our half-day optional field-trip will
take a visit to the spectacularly
beautiful redwoods and coast just
north of San Francisco, on the slopes
of Mt. Tamalpais. We will begin with a
visit to the remnants of Druid Heights,
an intentional community that once
flourished with the creative energies
of the Beat poet Gary Snyder, the

Buddhist philosopher Alan Watts, and
the radical feminists Elsa Gidlow and
Catharine McKinnon (and occasional
evening visits for all-night jazz-jam
sessions by Dizzie Gillespie, when he
was in town).
We are arranging a visit with one of
the last living inhabitants, Ed Stiles,
who still dwells on the site (which has
now been incorporated into the
federal property of Muir National
Monument). You can read more about
Druid Heights’ fabled history here.
After viewing the site and talking with
Ed, we will make a visit Muir Woods
National Monument, home to one of
the largest and oldest standing groves
of redwood trees in the San Francisco
bay area (and named after the
pioneering California
environmentalist, John Muir).
California coastal redwoods are some
of the oldest and largest living entities
on planet Earth: reaching up to 115

meters in height, and typically living
for 1,600-1,800 years.
On the way home, we will briefly stop
at Muir Beach, a beautiful cove nestled
between the dramatic cliffs and
coastline of the Pacific, and make
enough time to get our toes wet in the
cold ocean. We will leave the area no
later than 16:00, so that you can
expect to be back at your hotel by
17:00.
A basic bag-lunch will be provided for
eating at Muir Woods or Muir beach.
Pick-up from the UC Berkeley
Women’s Faculty club, promptly at
11:00. Please note: due to the steep
inclines and serpentine nature of
California coastal roads, persons with
motion-sickness sensitivity are advised
to do something else local in Berkeley
(or take a strong dose of dramamine
or the like).
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Welcome to the Bay Area!
Here is some useful information to help you prepare for the “Environmental Change and Ritualized
Relationships with the Other-than-human World” workshop in Berkeley, October 21-23, 2016. If you
have any questions or special requests, please contact Yohana Junker at yjunker@ses.gtu.edu—she is a
doctoral student in Berkeley and is responsible for coordinating the logistics of the workshop.

Accommodation
For those visiting from out of state, we have booked your
room from Thursday through Monday at the Women’s
Faculty Club at UCB—for more information, please
contact Yohana Junker at yjunker@ses.gtu.edu.

Transportation
If you are arriving at SFO, you can take BART (our subway
system) from the airport into downtown Berkeley station,
$9.55 one way. You can find more information on BART’s
itineraries here. You will have to transfer trains at least
once, twice during the weekends and off-hours. Travel
time would be about an hour. Alternatively, you can use
private shuttles/vans. Follow the signs when leaving
airport. Shuttles take you from airport to hotel and cost
around $25/person. Travel time varies depending on how
many other passengers are in the van with you, who's
1
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getting dropped off first, etc. Taxis are available near the
airport terminals, as are Uber, and Lyft services, prices
vary. Our activities will happen at UCB’s Faculty Club, the
David Brower Center, and CARe’s Doug Adams Gallery.

What to do in Berkeley/Bay Area
Here is the helpful website for the city of Berkeley.
The David Brower Center is an organization that provides
a home for the environmental movement by advocating for
the beauty, diversity and ecological integrity of Earth. They
have year-long programs and exhibitions in their space.
The University of California, Berkeley has ongoing events,
lectures, and exhibitions open to the public all year round.
The UC Botanical Garden, a non-profit research garden
and museum for the University of California at Berkeley,
has a diverse plant collection including many rare and
endangered plants (with over 13,000 different kinds of
plants from around the world). It is open to the public year
round.

2

Aug 2, 2016

The Berkeley Art Museum and Pacific Film Archive
(BAMPFA) is the visual arts center of the University of
California, Berkeley.
CalPerformances and Berkeley Radical explore the
intersection of education and the arts through music,
theater, and dance programs.
The Berkeley Repertoire Theater offers productions since
1968.
Stanford University’s campus, located 35 miles from UCB
has ongoing events, exhibitions, and lectures, which are
free and open to the public all year round.
This is a helpful website with a list of hikes and outdoor
activities in Northern California.
Here are three useful city guides to San Francisco—with
special attention to its numerous museums:
http://www.justluxe.com/travel/64__sanfrancisco/120__culture.php
http://www.sfweekly.com/sanfrancisco/culture/Section?oid=
2124631
http://www.sanfrancisco.travel/explore/arts-culture

Dining in Berkeley
Berkeley also has some of the best culinary fare. The folks
at Best of Berkeley put together a list of notable 2016
restaurants in the city:
http://bestofberkeley.dailycal.org/2016

Weather in October
The weather in Berkeley during October is usually sunny, with
temperatures ranging from 65-70 degrees Farenheit, 18-22 Celsius.

Useful Maps
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