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Lived religion: practice, power and protest 
 
Lived religion is by now an established field in religious studies. Foregrounding 
experience as the central analytical key for understanding, interpreting and 
living religion, the field of lived religion comprises of multiple approaches and 
methodologies as well as a wide variety of topics.  
 
In RVS fall 2021, we wish to explore the aspects of lived religion that pay 
attention to power and protest not only as central and timely concerns, but 
also as a way of pushing the field forward. We wish to focus on religion as a 
doing and as a living, which also includes making (religion) livable.  
 
Some questions to be explored: What are the various ways in which power 
operates in the field of lived religion? What are the ways in which power moves 
and shifts when religion becomes a doing? How do processes of polarization 
and techniques of polarizing interweave/emerge in lived religion? What are the 
ways in which a focus on lived religion informs possibilities (or alternatively, 
challenges) for protest? And, what is the nature of protest within the field of 
lived religion?  
 
In attempts at making religion (more) livable, what is the role of protest, and 
how is power negotiated? Thematically, we wish to focus on lived religion in 
relation to the workings of gender and sexuality, as well as lived religion in 
relation to the later developments in the field of religion and ecology (religion 
in the Anthropocene, environmental humanities, the human and other-than or 
non-human). We also have a keen attention on creativity, the performative as 
well as ritual and ritualizing dimensions of living and lived religion.  
 
Professor Nina Hoel, chair of the autumn seminar committee 
 

 



 

Where we are   
SEMINAR VENUE:  
The seminar is held at 
“Professorboligen” at 
the old University 
campus in downtown 
Oslo.  
 
 
HOTEL:  
For those of you who have asked for accommodation, you will be staying at the 
Radisson Blu Scandinavian hotel at Holbergs plass, which is a very short walk 
from the University.  
 
How you get here  
See maps and directions in the back of the program.   
 
 

 



 

Monday November 8 
09:00  Registration, coffee.  

10:00  Welcome: Lived religion, practice, protest and power. 
What is it? How to study it?  

   Nina Hoel (chair of the seminar committee) 

10:15  Keynote 1: Enacting religious experience: Between active 
doing and submission.  

  Michal Pagis  

11:00  Coffee break  

11:15  Keynote 2: (The) Discipline and the 
Confessional: Power and Protest in 
the Practices of Religion and 
Scholarship.  

Melissa M. Wilcox [zoom] 

12:00  Responses by Ph.D. candidates. 
 Discussion. 

  Henriette Hanky, Espen Gilsvik & Nina Hoel  

13:00  Lunch 

14:00  Paper seminars in groups  

16:00 End of day’s program 

19:00 Dinner at “Der Peppern Gror”. NB! The newly opened in 
Bogstadveien 1. https://bogstadveien.derpepperngror.no  

 

Tuesday November 9  
09:15  Welcome 
  Elisabeth Tveito Johnsen (chair of the day)  

09:30 Keynote 3: Towards a Deleuzian Religious Studies 
  Paul-Francois Tremlett [zoom] 

10:15  Coffee  

10:30  Responses  

 Ida Marie Høeg and 
 Jone Salomonsen 

11:00 Discussion in groups & plenary   



 

12:30  Lunch  

13:30  Paper seminars in groups    

15:30  Snack 

19:30 Dinner at Südøst, Trondheimsveien 5. 
https://www.sudost.no/kontakt  

Wednesday November 10  
09:15  Welcome 
  Jone Salomonsen (chair of the day)  

09:30 Keynote 4: Lived Islam, Gender and 
 Power 

  Nina Hoel 

10:15  Response 

   Mia Lövheim 

10:30  Joint discussion 

11:00 Keynote 5: Remaking the land: Climate strikes 
and protest. 

  Sarah M. Pike [zoom] 

11:45  Response 
   Jens-Ole Köhrsen og Elisabeth Tveito Johnsen  

12:30  Lunch  

13:30  Panel discussion: Theoretical and methodological issues 
and challenges.   

14:30  Evaluation 

15:00 End  

 

 

More details…  
See Canvas: https://mf.instructure.com/courses/430/pages/2021-oslo-lived-
religion-practice-power-and-protest?module_item_id=19489  

 
 



 

Course requirements, papers and credit  
1. Send in the short paper (max 3 pages) for the group discussion before October 15 

about lived religion, practice power and protest in your own research. Upload the 
paper in Canvas here: 
https://mf.instructure.com/courses/430/discussion_topics/12495. 

2. Familiarize yourself with the course literature. 
3. During the course make a short (3 min) presentation of the context of this paper in a 

group, which will be followed by two prepared responses and general discussion and 
feedback. 

4. Prepare feedback and respond to other papers in their group. The PhD students will 
be divided into groups of approximately five paper-presenters, plus 1 or 2 of the 
lecturers/supervisors. 

5. To get the credits, you have to submit a full paper after the course. More information 
on this will follow later. ECTS credits: 3.  

6. Questions? Contact Fredrik Saxegaard (rvs@mf.no).  

 
Abstracts, keynotes  
Michal Pagis  
Enacting religious experience: Between active doing and submission  
How do practitioners “do” religious experience? And what is the relation between active 
doing and submission in this process? Contemporary theories on religious experience tend 
to focus on its discursive formulations and understand experience as an outcome of interna-
lization of, and subjectivation to, religious doctrines. This perspective, however, neglects the 
relational and agentic dimension of religious experience. In this talk I illustrate how religious 
experience is enacted through collective practice, emphasizing the role of interactions 
between practitioners in the production of a delicate balance between agency and 
submission. I illustrate my argument with examples from ethnographic work on Theravada 
Buddhist meditation practice, Eastern Orthodox fasting, and Jewish reading of sacred texts.    

Melissa M. Wilcox   
(The) Discipline and the Confessional: Power and Protest in the Practices of Religion and 
Scholarship  
Lived religion offers a powerful corrective to a field that has long focused on the words of 
elites and texts. It challenges scholars to understand religious practitioners on their own 
terms, and to bring those terms back to the academy in order that scholars might better 
understand this concept of religion that is, historically and presently, at least partially of our 
own making. Yet, even lived religion scholars have limits when it comes to what can be 
deemed legible as religion; these limits, I argue, reveal a great deal about the presumptions 
and the constitution of religious studies, as even the work of lived religion scholars tends to 
retain disciplinary (in both the administrative and the Foucauldian sense) mandates that 
constrain activist scholarship through the punitive application of the label “confessional.” 
This presentation will explore both the challenges that my own lived religion scholarship 
offers to well-worn definitions of religion, and the initial outlines of a Foucauldian critique of 
the disciplinary function of the confessional in the study of religion.  



 

Paul-François Tremlett  
Towards a Postmodern Religious Studies: Networks, Rhizomes and Articulations  
Since 2018, several documents have been published recommending a policy shift in the 
teaching of the Religious Studies in England Wales. Perhaps the most important of these 
is the 2018 Commission on Religious Education Report Religion and Worldviews: The Way 
Forward, which has been hailed as being as significant as the 1971 Schools Council Working 
Paper 36, which marked the end of confessional, Christian Religious Education in England 
and Wales. Moreover, two accompanying reports – Worldview: A Multidisciplinary 
Report (2020) and The Worldview Project: Discussion Papers (2020), both jointly produced by 
the REC and TRS-UK – and more recently, the All-Party Parliamentary Group Learning to 
Listen: Inquiry into Religious Literacy in Print and Broadcast Media (2021) and Ofsted’s 
(Office for Standards in Education) Research the subject. To be sure, this flurry of activity 
is to be explained by factors local to England Wales from teacher training to a 
fractured schools landscape and the general undermining of the arts and humanities in 
schools and universities by the government for a decade and more. However, a close reading 
of the documents provides important clues as to how wider conceptions of Religion and 
religious lives and identities are changing; each document paints a picture a subject caught 
between an objectivist account of a fixed field of really existing religions on the one 
hand, with a postmodern or Deleuzian mélange of lived interactions, flows and openings on 
the other, in which a host of quasi or porous religious and non-religious objects are mutually 
entangled. In this paper I advocate a postmodern transformation of Religious 
Studies focusing on (i) on historical and contemporary interactions between 
religions, cultures and technologies across multiple scales in which learners and researchers 
are implicated and accountable and (ii) a new pedagogy founded not on 
the delineation of religions and non-religions as containers for specific beliefs and 
practices, but in the investigation of relational points of combination, aggregation and 
dissipation in emergent, rhizomatic networks, and the processes through which some such 
points obtain gravity, forcing other elements to revolve around them until they in turn 
eventually dissolve and new attractors take their place.   

Sarah M. Pike  
Climate Protests as Rites of Mourning and Sacrifice  
Through practices of mourning and sacrifice that re-configure sacred and secular spaces, 
youth climate strikers and Extinction Rebellion protesters perform ritualized actions to save 
the earth. My talk will explore the ways in which protest practices both express and 
constitute specific relationships and tensions between humans and the more-than-human 
natural world. 
 
Nina Hoel 
Lived Islam, Gender and Power  
The paper traces my fieldwork with Muslim communities in South Africa (2004-2014). 
Reflecting on the notion of lived Islam, as methodological approach and as content, the 
paper highlights the categories of experience, embodiment and narrative as productive 
theoretical lenses to think with and through. Centrally, the paper is concerned with the 
workings of gender/power in the context of South African Muslim women’s lives.    
 



 

How to get here   

Trains from the airport to Oslo (Nationaltheatret station)  
Trains leave from inside the Oslo Airport terminal building, 70 meters to the right after 
leaving the customs area in the arrival hall. You need to buy a ticket before you embark the 
train: Use the ticket vending machines in the arrival area or download the app from Flytoget 
or Vy. All major credit cards are accepted.  
• You can use the “Flytoget” Airport Express Train (F1x and F2, not F1): 

https://flytoget.no/en/  
Trains depart every 10 or 20 minutes, depending on the time of day. The charge is NOK 204. 

• You can also use the ordinary trains, Vy (L1, L12, R10, R11 etc.): https://www.vy.no/en.  
They offer a cheaper alternative to the Airport Express Train. They are equally quick but 
leave less frequently. The charge is NOK 110.  

Both train services have apps that make it easier to save the receipts electronically.  

From Nationaltheatret station to the venue and hotel  
Leave the train at Nationaltheatret station. Make sure to use the exit 
towards Karl Johans gate (and not Henrik Ibsens gate).  

When you come out of the station, take to the left to the main street 
Karl Johans gate (gate = street). Look upwards to the royal castle and 
then follow Frederiks street to the right until you see the small 
opening in the fence to Professorboligen, just before Kristian IVs gate 
and the historical museum.  

To find the hotel, you continue on Frederiks street, then immediately to the left up Kristian 
IVs street, and then to the right into Holbergs street. You see the hotel straight ahead on the 
right-hand side.  

 
 


