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CURRENT EMPLOYMENT 
Reader in Religious Studies, The Open University 
 

ACADEMIC QUALIFICATIONS 
PhD  The True Israel: uses of the names Jew, Hebrew and Israel in ancient Jewish 

Literature. University of Newcastle upon Tyne, 1991.  
BA (Hons) 2.1 Theology. CNAA. 1982. 
 

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIP and OFFICES 
British Association for the Study of Religions (BASR) — President (2012-15). 
Society for the Study of Native American Religious Traditions (SSNART)  
Native American and Indigenous Studies Association (NAISA) — member 

 

CURRENT TEACHING AND ADMINISTRATIVE ROLES  
Member of Open University Senate  
Course Co-Chair, MA in Religious Studies 
member of course team: AA317 ‘Religion Today: Tradition, Modernity and Change’.  
member of course team: A332, ‘Why is Religion Controversial?’ 
member of Faculty Research Sub-Committee 
member of Faculty Promotions Advisory Committee. 
chair, Departmental Research Steering Group 
Postgraduate Director of Studies  
Supervisor of four research students. Previously supervised ten other students to successful 

award of PhDs. Previously examined 25 PhD students, many internationally 

 

PREVIOUS EMPLOYMENT 
1996 - 2003: Reader / Principal Lecturer in Religious Studies, King Alfred’s College, Winchester 

(now University of Winchester) 
1991 – 1995: part-time lecturer in Religious Studies and Continuing Education, University of 

Newcastle upon Tyne 

 

EXTERNAL ROLES  
2011-2014 Chief External Examiner, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences, University 

of Winchester 
2010-2012 Member of ESRC peer review college 
2010-2013 External Examiner, MA Religion: the Rhetoric and Rituals of Death, University of 

Winchester 
2010-2013  External Examiner, Theology and Religious Studies programme, Birmingham 

University.  
 

PUBLICATIONS  

3 authored books, 1 co-authored book, 12 edited or co-edited books, 3 book series 

editorships, 9 peer reviewed journal editorial boards memberships, 33 book chapters, 21 

journal articles, and more in press. These include:  
Food, Sex and Strangers: Understanding  Religion as Everyday Life. Durham: Acumen, 2013 
Animism: Respecting the Living World. Co-published in London, New York and Adelaide, 2006. 
Researching Paganisms (co-edited with J. Blain, & D. Ezzy). New York, 2004. 
Listening People, Speaking Earth: Contemporary Paganism. Co-published in London, New York 

and Adelaide; Second revised edition 2007 (UK) and 2010 (USA). 
Readings in Indigenous Religions. London: Continuum, 2002. 
The True Israel. The Netherlands, 1996. 
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