
KEYNOTE SPEAKERS 
(in order of appearance)  

 
RONALD L. GRIMES, Wilfrid Laurier University 
Ron Grimes is co-editor of the Oxford Ritual Studies, Director of 
Ritual Studies International, and the author of several books on 
ritual, most recently The Craft of Ritual Studies. He is Professor 
Emeritus in the Department of Religion and Culture at Wilfrid 
Laurier University (Canada). Recently, Grimes has held the 
following positions: Visiting Professor of Religious Studies at 
Charles University, Prague in the Czech Republic; Senior Researcher 
and Senior Lecturer at Yale University; and Chair of Ritual Studies 
at Radboud University Nijmegen in the Netherlands. He is currently 
an Adjunct Professor, teaching at Pacifica Graduate Institute. With 
colleagues Grimes initiated the Ritual Studies Group of the 
American Academy of Religion and founded the Journal of Ritual 
Studies. He has been a consultant on ritual and performance for 
organizations such as the Sundance Institute Playwright’s Lab, the 
Cranbrook Institute of Science, and the Irish World Academy of Music and Dance. He has made 95 
videos about ritual (https://vimeo.com/ronaldlgrimes/albums) and worked on several 
documentary film series, including Ocean Entertainment’s Reinventing Ritual and Sleeping Giant's 
Death: A Personal View. 

 
 
SIOBHÁN GARRIGAN, Trinity College Dublin  

 
Siobhán Garrigan is Loyola Professor of Theology at Trinity 
College Dublin and Head of the School of Religions, Peace 
Studies and Theology. She does theology mostly by interpreting 
rituals. In doing so, her research both examines theology’s 
implication in social and political difficulty and seeks to 
highlight the ways theology might also be a force for positive 
transformation regarding matters such as poverty and 
discrimination. Her most recent book was The Real Peace 
Process: Worship, Politics and the End of Sectarianism—on the 
Irish-British conflict in the Republic of Ireland and Northern 

Ireland. Her next one is A Brief Theology of Home—on homelessness in the modern west. 
 
 
CATHERINE KELLER, Drew University  
Catherine Keller is George T. Cobb Professor of Constructive 
Theology in the Theological School and Graduate Division of 
Religion of Drew University. Her books include Apocalypse Now 
&Then: a Feminist Guide to the End of the World; God & Power; 
Face of the Deep: a Theology of Becoming; On the Mystery: 
Divinity in Process; and Cloud of the Impossible: Negative 
Theology and Planetary Entanglement. Intercarnations is 
forthcoming. She has co-edited numerous volumes of the Drew 
Transdisciplinary Theological Colloquium, including 
Postcolonial Theologies; Planetary Loves; Polydoxy; Ecospirit; 
Common Good/s: Ecology, Economy and Political Theology; and 
Entangled Worlds: Religion, Science and New Materialisms. 

http://ronaldlgrimes.twohornedbull.ca/
https://vimeo.com/ronaldlgrimes/albums


MARTIN G. REYNOLDS, Robert C. Maynard Institute for Journalism Education 
 

Martin G. Reynolds is former editor-in-chief of The Oakland 
Tribune, and current senior fellow at the Robert C. Maynard 
Institute for Journalism Education. He also directs the Reveal 
Investigative Fellowships at the Center for Investigative 
Reporting. Reynolds is co-founder of Oakland Voices, a 
community storytelling project that trains a diverse group of 
residents to serve as community correspondents. Prior to his 
Maynard fellowship, Reynolds was senior editor for community 
engagement and training for Bay Area News Group and served as 
editor-in-chief of The Oakland (CA) Tribune between 2008-

2011. Reynolds was also a lead editor on the Chauncey Bailey Project, formed in 2007 to 
investigate the slaying of the former Oakland Post editor and Tribune reporter. Reynolds is a 
professional lyricist who has performed along side artists such as Carlos Santana, Wu-Tang Clan 
and Christian McBride in shows from Oakland to Istanbul and all over Western Europe. In 1996, 
his band Mingus Amungus recorded a live album in Havana, Cuba. While in 
Cuba, Reynolds interviewed and wrote about William Brent, a former member of The Black 
Panther Party who hijacked a plane to escape U.S. prosecution.  
 
 

ADRIAN IVAKHIV, University of Vermont 
Adrian Ivakhiv is the Steven Rubenstein Professor for Environment 
and Natural Resources, and a Professor of Environmental Thought 
and Culture, at the University of Vermont. He has published widely in 
the fields of environmental humanities, cultural and religious studies, 
and film and media studies. He is the author of Claiming Sacred 
Ground: Pilgrims and Politics at Glastonbury and Sedona (2001), 
Ecologies of the Moving Image: Cinema, Affect, Nature (2013), and the 
forthcoming Immanence: Philosophical Engagements in the Shadow 
of the Anthropocene. He blogs at Immanence: EcoCulture, 
GeoPhilosophy, MediaPolitics  (http://blog.uvm.edu/immanence). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.mije.org/
http://www.mije.org/
https://www.revealnews.org/about-us/the-2016-17-reveal-investigative-fellows/
https://www.revealnews.org/about-us/the-2016-17-reveal-investigative-fellows/
http://www.oaklandvoices.us/
http://chaunceybaileyproject.org/
http://www.mingusamungus.com/
http://blog.uvm.edu/immanence


PAPER PRESENTERS 
(in order of appearance) 
 

GRAHAM HARVEY, Open University 
Graham Harvey is Professor of Religious Studies at the Open 
University, UK. His research and teaching largely concern 
performance, materiality and rhetoric among Jews, Pagans and 
Indigenous peoples. He is particularly interested in the “new 
animism,” embracing relational interactions between humans and 
the larger than human world. His recent publications include The 
Handbook of Contemporary Animism (2013) and Food, Sex and 
Strangers: Understanding Religion as Everyday Life (2013), 
Contemporary Paganism: Listening People, Speaking Earth (2010), 
and Animism: Respecting the Living World (2006). His is co-editor of 
the Routledge monograph series, “The Vitality of Indigenous 
Religions” and of the Equinox journal Body and Religion. 

 
 
 
KEN DERRY, University of Toronto Mississauga 
Ken Derry is Associate Professor of Religion (Teaching Stream) at 
the University of Toronto Mississauga (UTM). His academic work 
explores the ways in which modern cultural products relate to 
more “traditional” religious beliefs and practices. What might the 
Bible tell us about Iron Man, for example – and vice versa? Ken’s 
Ph.D. thesis considered questions of religion and violence in 
modern Canadian Indigenous writings. Since then he has 
examined a range of topics including Christian symbolism, 
Indigenous film, superheroes, ghosts, and Disney, and has drawn 
from academic studies of religion, literature, film, colonialism, 
gender, history, myth, and ritual studies. He has also written and 
spoken on pedagogy, and in 2013 was incredibly honoured to 
receive the UTM Teaching Excellence Award. Before becoming a professional scholar Ken’s jobs 
included house painting; shipping and receiving; working at a day camp for hearing impaired 
children; teaching English to elementary students in Japan; helping to run a summer camp for 
homeless men; and administering university study abroad programs.  

 
 
GRÉGORY DELAPLACE, Université Paris Nanterre Gregory is a social anthropologist 

working in Mongolia, where he started doing fieldwork in 1999. His 

PhD, completed in Paris (EPHE) in 2007, documented the daily 

relationship with dead people in a community of Dörvöd nomadic 

herders in the Northwest, and the extent to which it had been 

affected by a funerary reform carried out by the Socialist government 

in the 1950’s. He then undertook to think anthropologically – and 

thus comparatively – through the notion of the invisible, which led 

him to explore such topics as ghosts and shamanic rituals in 

Mongolia’s capital city Ulaanbaatar, scientific investigations carried 

out in British haunted houses, the ethnographic uses of photography 

in early 20th century social and cultural anthropology, or the 

identification process of targets by American combat drones. 



JENS KREINATH, Wichita State University  
Jens Kreinath received his PhD in Social and Cultural Anthropology 
from the University of Heidelberg (2006). Since then he worked at 
Wichita State University, teaching in his fields of expertise, including 
ritual theory, visual anthropology, Middle East, and the anthropology 
of Islam as well as introductory course on the anthropology of religion 
and linguistic anthropology. Kreinath is editor of Anthropology of 
Islam Reader (Routledge 2012), and is co-editor of Dynamics of 
Changing Rituals (Lang 2004) and Theorizing Rituals (Brill 2006-
2007). His 36 authored and co-authored publications include journal 
articles, book chapters, and entries for encyclopedias like Religion 
Past and Present, Theory in Social and Cultural Anthropology, and the Vocabulary for the Study of 
Religion. His publications include “Virtual Encounters with Hızır and other Muslim Saints”, “The 
Seductiveness of Saints,” and “Inter-rituality as a Framework of Analysis: A New Approach to the 
Study of Interreligious Encounters and the Economies of Ritual” 
 

 

SARAH PIKE, California State University Chico 
Sarah M. Pike, PhD, is Professor of Comparative Religion and Director 
of the California State University, Chico Humanities Center. She is the 
author of Earthly Bodies, Magical Selves: Contemporary Pagans and The 
Search for Community and New Age and Neopagan Religions in America. 
She has written numerous articles and book chapters on contemporary 
Paganism, ritual, the New Age movement, the Burning Man festival, 
spiritual dance, environmental activism, and youth culture. She is the 
current president of the International Society for the Study of Religion, 
Nature and Culture and a principal researcher in the Norway based 
research group, “Reassembling Democracy: Ritual as Cultural 
Resource.” Her ongoing research interests include ritual practices 
expressing and constructing relationships to nature and encounters 
between young people and the more than human world, especially in 

the context of contemporary Paganism and being “spiritual but not religious.” Her book on radical 
environmental and animal rights activism, ritual and youth culture, For the Wild: Ritual and 
Commitment in Radical Eco-Activism, will be published by the University of California Press in 
2017. 
 
 
MARIKA MOISSEEFF, French National Centre of Scientific Research (CNRS) 

Marika Moisseeff, anthropologist and psychiatrist, Research 
Fellow in anthropology at the French National Centre of 
Scientific Research (CNRS), is currently a member of the 
Laboratoire d'anthropologie sociale (PSL Research University, 
F-75005 Paris, France), and a trainer in Family therapy. Her 
research on identity formation and on the interplay of gender 
and representations of cultural otherness is based on 
extensive fieldwork in an Aboriginal community in South 
Australia since 1992, and on a comparative approach to 
representations of sexual difference and procreation. This 
latter aspect of her work has led her to approach science-
fiction as a body of mythological accounts, and the institution 
of medicine as a secular religion whose principle ritual object 
is the body. An important part of her current research is 



dedicated to a comparative approach to the handling of death and of mourning. She has published 
numerous articles and two books (An Aboriginal Village in South Australia, Aboriginal Studies 
Press 1999 and Un long chemin semé d'objets cultuels : le cycle initiatique aranda, EHESS 1995). 
Website: http://las.ehess.fr/index.php?1755  

 
 
DEVIN ZUBER, Graduate Theological Union (GTU) 

Dr. Devin Zuber, M.A., M.Phil. is associate professor of American 
Studies, Religion, and Literature at the Graduate Theological Union 
(GTU) in Berkeley, California, where he serves as core doctoral 
faculty in the Department for Historical and Cultural Studies. He’s 
been a fellow, scholar-in-residence, or visiting research professor 
at the Eccles Centre for American Studies at the British Library 
(London), at the Wabash Center for Religion and Theology at 
Wabash College in Indiana, in Stockholm University’s Department 
for Aesthetics and Culture (Sweden), and at the Rachel Carson 
Center for the Environment at the Ludwig Maximilian University of 
Munich. In 2016, he was also a scholar-in-residence at the estate of 
the film director Ingmar Bergman on Fårö island (Sweden). His 
forthcoming book, *A Language of Things: Swedenborg and the 
American Environmental Imagination* (UVA Press, 2017) explores 
the impact of Emanuel Swedenborg’s vitalist theologies on 
Romantic ecological aesthetics. Other recent publications include a 
contributing essay on the performance artist Marina Abramovic in 

the catalogue of her retrospective at the Moderna Museet (Stockholm), and articles on  nineteenth 
century American literature (Emerson, Hawthorne, Audubon, Henry James), the memorial 
aesthetics of 9/11, eco-criticism, and Don DeLillo. 

 
 

MICHAEL HOUSEMAN, Ecole Pratique des Hautes Etudes 

Michael Houseman, anthropologist, is a Directeur 
d’études (chair of African religions) at the Ecole 
Pratique des Hautes Etudes (Paris, France). He has 
undertaken field research among the Beti of 
Southern Cameroon, in Benin, in French Guyana and 
in France. He has published extensively on kinship 
and social organization, and on initiation and ritual 
performance. His current areas of interest include 
ceremonial dance and emergent forms of ritual 
practice. His publications include Naven or the Other 
Self. A Relational Approach to Ritual Action (Brill, 
1998, with C. Severi) and Le rouge est le noir. Essais 
sur le ritual (Presses Universitaires le Mirail, 2012). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://las.ehess.fr/index.php?1755


CORA ALEXA DØVING, Center for Studies of Holocaust and Religious Minorities  

Cora Alexa Døving is a senior researcher at Center for Studies of 
Holocaust and Religious Minorities. Her field of research includes 
studies of minority- majority relations, racism, Islamophobia, Anti-
semitism, religion and change and Islam in Europe. Her latest 
publications are: 
- (2017) “Homeland Ritualized: An Analysis of Written Messages 
Placed at Temporary Memorials after the Terrorist Attacks on 22 
July 2011 in Norway” forthcoming,  Mortality, Taylor & Francis 
- (2016): “Dolezal's Race: Not one drop of blood. On Race as a 
popular and analytical category" i Sosiologisk tidsskrift, 04/16 (s 
327-349) 

- (2016): “Jews in the News – Representations of Judaism and the Jewish Minority in the 
Norwegian Contemporary Press” Journal of Media and Religion, 2016, VOL 15, Issue 1.   
Routledge: Taylor & Francis Group 
 
 
 

IDA MARIE HØEG, University of Agder 
Ida Marie Høeg is Professor at the Department of Religion, 
Philosophy and History at University of Agder, Norway. She 
holds a Ph.D. in Sociology of Religion at the University of Bergen 
(2008), entitled Ritualisation of the beginning of life. The 
dissertation examines pluralisation of birth and naming rituals 
with reference to the christening service and alternative 
naming ceremonies. She has been researching in the field of 
sociology of religion and ritual studies for more than a decade. 
Her current research involves examining the impact of religion 
on ritual actions, arenas and actors connected to the disaster of 
22 July 2011. 
 
 
 
BIRTE NORDAHL, University of Oslo 

Birte Nordahl is a PhD Candidate at The Faculty of Theology at the 
University of Oslo. She is an acclaimed theologian and ordained minister 
in the Church of Norway. She has also worked within the performing 
arts, as an educator, as editor in chief and with social and feminist issues. 
Her previous position was as clergy at Oslo Cathedral. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



INGVILD FOLKVORD, Norwegian University of Science and Technology (NTNU) 
Ingvild Folkvord is a professor in German Literature at 
NTNU. She has worked extensively on modern German 
authors such as Ingeborg Bachmann and Bertolt Brecht, on 
voice phenomena, radio aesthetics, memory work and the 
cultural philosophy of Ernst Cassirer. Folkvord has been a 
visiting researcher at Stanford University (2011) and is 
currently guest researcher at Freie Universität Berlin. Her 
most recent work is part of an ongoing research project 
“Face of terror”, funded by the Norwegian Research Council 
(NFR) in which she is investigating court mediations in 
terrorist cases, focusing particularly on the role of 
ritualization in this institutional context. 
 
 

MORNY JOY, University of Calgary 

Morny Joy is Professor in the Dept. of Classics and Religion at 
the University of Calgary, Canada. Morny’s PhD is from McGill 
University Montreal, which was followed by two years of 
postdoctoral research  at the University of Chicago. Morny is 
the General Editor of the book series of International 
Association for the Study of Religion (IAHR), as well as on the 
Editorial Board of a number of journals. In recent years, she 
has published two edited volumes on After Appropriation: 
Explorations in Intercultural Philosophy and Religion 
(University of Calgary 2011) and Continental Philosophy and 
Philosophy of Religion (Springer 2012). Her most recent 
publication is Women, Religion, and the Gift: An Abundance 
of Riches (2016). 
 
 

 
 

ELISABETH TVEITO JOHNSEN, University of Oslo 
PhD Elisabeth Tveito Johnsen is an associate professor in Practical 
theology at The Faculty of Theology at the University of Oslo. She is a 
scholar doing empirical research on religious and educational 
practices. She is currently  the project leader of two research projects; 
one on how confirmands experience worship services and one on how 
first year students experience religious education at high school and 
religion as a subject at the university. She has her theoretical 
specialization is socio-cultural learning theories and socio-material 
theories. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



SIVERT ANGEL, University of Oslo 
Associate professor, Faculty of Theology. In my academic life I have 
worked both in church history and practical theology. I was director of 
The Practical – Theological seminary for three years and have taught 
homiletics for seven years. I wrote my PhD in church history and the 
dissertation was published as “The Confessionalist Homiletics of Lucas 
Osiander (1534 – 1604). A Study of a South – German Preacher in the 
Age of Confessionalisation” on MohrSiebeck 2014. I have also 
published various articles in church history and practical theology. In 
addition to this, I am an ordained minister in the Lutheran church of 
Norway and served as a pastor for seven years before started working 
on my PhD.  
 

 
 
 
KJETIL HAFSTAD, University of Oslo 
Kjetil Hafstad is Full Professor in Systematic Theology at the 
University of Oslo since 1985. He has been dean for Research, 
and has led a number of large-scale research projects both in 
Norway and abroad. Editor of the journal Kirke og Kultur 
since 1971, he has been president of the Det praktisk 
teologiske seminar (The Seminary of Practical Theology) in 
Oslo (1989-2003), and vice president of the Senter for 
kvinneforskning (Center for Women Studies), University of 
Oslo (1998-2001). In recent years he has worked in co-
operation with social scientists, historians and pedagogical 
researchers. His publications include: Wort und Geschichte. 
Das Geschichtsverständnis Karl Barths (Word and History. 
The Concept of History in Karl Barths Dogmatics, München 
1985), Frihetens Fiende. Essays om ondskap, frihet og 
menneskeverd, (The Enemy of Freedom . Essays on evil, freedom and human right, 
Universitetsforlaget, Oslo 1993), Frihetens Festning – så fast en borg? Kirke og samliv – hetero og 
homo, (The Fortress of Freedom so strong a castle? Church and cohabitation – hetero and homo, 
Forum Aschehoug, Oslo 2000, and Ouvertyre til Kroppens flukt. Idealers makt og mulighet i 
utdanning, (Ouverture to the escape of the Body. Power and possibility of Ideals in education) 
Abstrakt Forlag, Oslo 2007). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.tf.uio.no/personer/vit/sivertan/index.html


 

TONY BALCOMB, University of KwaZulu-Natal 
Anthony Balcomb is Senior Research Associate in the School 
of Religion, Philosophy, and Classics at the University of 
Kwazulu-Natal and adjunct professor at the Akrofi 
Christaller Institute in Akropong, Ghana.  He has an interest 
in all things African, especially what takes place at the 
interface of the encounter between Africa and the West. He 
has published over fifty articles in peer reviewed journals 
and two books. His latest book is entitled Journey into the 
African Sun -  soundings in search of another way of being in 
the world. (Unisa 2014) He is currently principal 
investigator in a project funded by the Templeton 
Foundation entitled “Spirituality and Hope in Africa – a 
study in five countries”. This is an empirically based study 
working with a team of investigators in five countries that 
canvasses the opinions of 250 people from across the 

religious and educational spectrum in five African countries on a variety of issues. These include 
marriage, customary tradition, relationship with spiritual beings, gender, the sacred environment, 
divination, sacrifice, ritual, success and failure, poverty and prosperity, xenophobia, corruption, 
and political engagement. The findings will be documented in a publication later in 2017. 

 
 
 
MARION GRAU, Norwegian School of Theology (MF) 
Marion Grau is Professor of Systematic Theology and Missiology 
and the Director of the Egede Institute at the MF Norwegian 
School of Theology in Oslo, Norway. A native of Germany, she 
studied theology at the University of Tübingen and earned a Ph.D. 
in Theological and Religious Studies from Drew University. From 
2001 through 2015 she taught at the Graduate Theological Union 
in Berkeley, California. She is the author of Rethinking Theological 
Hermeneutics: Hermes, Trickster, Fool (Palgrave MacMillan, 
2014), Rethinking Mission in the Postcolony: Salvation, Society, and 
Subversion (T&T Clark/Continuum, 2011), Of Divine Economy: 
Refinancing Redemption (T&T Clark/Continuum, 2004). Her 
current research projects include a monograph on the 
redevelopment of pilgrimage, the reimagination of Norwegian 
identity through the heritage of St. Olav and an Arctic Theology of 
Petroleum economies, climate change, ecological theologies and 
wisdom traditions in the Northern hemisphere. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
ANNA FEDELE, Lisbon University Institute 

Anna Fedele is an Italian anthropologist and a Senior 
Researcher at the Center for Research in Anthropology 
of the Lisbon University Institute. She is coordinating a 
research project on pilgrimages to the Marian shrine of 
Fatima in Portugal funded by the Portuguese 
Foundation for Science and Technology 
(IF/01063/2014/CP1233/CT0001) for the centenary 
of the apparitions in 2016 and 2017. She has done 
extensive research on alternative forms of pilgrimage 
to Catholic shrines in France as well as on Neopaganism 
and holistic mothering in Portugal. Her research 

focuses on the intersections of gender, religion and corporeality and in particular on forms of 
ritual creativity and religious criticism. She has published the award winning ethnography 
“Looking for Mary Magdalene: Alternative Pilgrimage and Ritual Creativity at Catholic Shrines in 
France (Oxford University Press, 2013) and has co-edited “Encounters of Body and Soul in 
Contemporary Religious Practices” (Berghahn, 2011) and “Gender and Power in Contemporary 
Spirituality” (Routledge, 2013) 

 
 
DAVID SOARES, Lisbon University Institute 
David Soares is a junior researcher at the Center for Research 
in Anthropology of the Lisbon University Institute as part of 
the research project on pilgrimages to the Marian shrine of 
Fatima in Portugal funded by the Portuguese Foundation for 
Science and Technology (IF/01063/2014/CP1233/CT0001) 
coordinated by Anna Fedele. He cooperates with the Centre 
for Social Studies of the University of Coimbra and with the 
Centre of Religious History Studies of the Catholic University 
of Portugal. He has an MA in history and a specialization in 
contemporary history of religion, particularly Catholicism. He 
has participated in several research projects concerning the 
relation between belief and citizenship, the fabric of mental 
health and the emergence of therapeutic spiritualities. His 
research focuses mainly on lived religion, ritual innovation, mental health, religious assembly and 
Catholic identity. Since September 2016 he is doing fieldwork among pilgrims to Fatima. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SAMUEL ETIKPAH, Pentecost University College 
Dr Samuel Etikpah is an adjunct lecturer in Introduction to 
African Studies and Research Methods at the Pentecost University 
College in Ghana. Etikpah obtained his PhD and MPhil in 
Intercontextual Theology from the University of Oslo (UiO) after 
conducting dissertation research on ritual and interfaith 
relations; explored the Kundum and Mother River festivals as 
collective activities among adherents of African traditional 
religions, Christians and Muslims in Ghana. In the autumns 2012 
and 2013, he co-taught in Intercontextual Theology: Issues, 
Models and Theoretical Tools at UiO’s Theology Faculty. Etikpah 
obtained BA in Philosophy and Study of Religions from the 
University of Ghana. He has worked as a teaching assistant at the 
University of Ghana’s Department for the Study of Religions 

where he taught undergraduate classes in History of Religion in Africa (2005-2006). 
 
 
 

GRZEGORZ BRZOZOWSKI, University of Warsaw  
Grzegorz Brzozowski is a Ph.D. Candidate at the Institute of 
Sociology, University of Warsaw. He was a visiting graduate 
student at Yale University in 2013, affiliated with Center for 
Cultural Sociology (currently given a status of Pre-Doctoral Fellow 
of CCS Yale). Participated in a number of conferences combining 
the topics of religion and performance studies (PSI Standford 
University 2013, Oxford 2010) and Summer Schools on the topic 
of religion in public life  (IWM 2010, New School TCDS 2011, 
UCSIA 2015). He works on the topic of ritual-like festive events in 
the contemporary Polish public sphere. His academic interests 
include methodologies of visual research, neo-Durkheimian 
sociology of religion and post-secular theories of public sphere. He 
published among others in Journal of Contemporary Religion, 
2013, and The Drama Review, 2014.  He works also as a 
documentary director, graduated from Andrzej Wajda Master 
School of Film Directing (2010).  
 
He participated in a number of international documentary workshops (VGIK 2009, Nisi Masa 
2010, Aristoteles 2013), having his projects shown in Israel, Sweden, France, the Netherlands 
(Cannes Short Film Corner, IDFA). Currently finalizing his longest film project on Internet 
hospitality (Stranger on my couch, '52, due 2017). Since 2011, he works as an editor of Kultura 
Liberalna, a Polish intellectual weekly online journal, where he also published articles on the role 
of performative religion in Polish public sphere and pop-culture (www.kulturaliberalna.pl).   
 
 
 
 
 
 



PAUL-FRANCOIS TREMLETT, Open University 

Paul-François Tremlett is a Senior Lecturer in 
Religious Studies at the Open University. He is co-
editor of the Bloomsbury Series ‘Religion, Space and 
Place’. His interests include theory—particularly 
structuralism—and contemporary intersections of 
religion and politics. He can be contacted at paul-
francois.tremlett@open.ac.uk.  

 
 
 
AGNES CZAJKA, Open University 
Agnes Czajka joined the Department of Politics and International 
Studies at the Open University in 2013. Prior to joining the Open 
University she taught politics at Sabanci University in Turkey, and 
sociology at the American University in Cairo and the University 
College Cork in Ireland. Agnes received her M.A. in Political 
Economy from Carleton University in Ottawa, and her Ph.D. in 
Sociology from York University in Toronto. Agnes’s research 
interests include contemporary social and political thought, 
continental political philosophy, democracy, citizenship, 
contentious politics, migrant and refugee politics, and European and 
Mediterranean politics. Agnes’s most recent books 
include Democracy and Justice: Reading Derrida in 
Istanbul (Routledge) and Europe After Derrida: Crisis and 
Potentiality (Edinburgh University Press). She has also written 
for Jadaliyya and openDemocracy. 
 
 
 

ZAKI NAHABOO, Liverpool Hope University 
Zaki Nahaboo is Lecturer in Sociology and member of the Archbishop 
Desmond Tutu Centre for War and Peace Studies at Liverpool Hope 
University. His PhD (Politics and International Studies, The Open 
University) provided a genealogy of ‘difference management’. The 
research was affiliated with the European Research Council project 
Oecumene: Citizenship after Orientalism. Zaki’s research interests are 
in postcolonial approaches to citizenship. He has published on 
multiculturalism, British imperial history and the relationship 
between race and migration. Zaki is currently working on two 
projects. First is an ethnographic project exploring the political in the 

Calais ‘jungle’. Second is an exploration of the relationship between free speech and ‘fake’ news. 
Zaki also writes for Open Democracy.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:paul-francois.tremlett@open.ac.uk
mailto:paul-francois.tremlett@open.ac.uk


JONE SALOMONSEN, University of Oslo  
Jone Salomonsen is Professor of Theology at the Faculty of 
Theology, University of Oslo, where she also serves as Chair of 
Interdisciplinary Gender Studies in Theology and Religion and 
hosts the Biannual Aasta Hansteen Lecture on Gender and 
Religion. The author of Enchanted Feminism: Ritual, Gender 
and Divinity Among the Reclaiming Witches of San Francisco 
(Routledge, 2002), she is also currently Director and Principal 
Investigator of Reassembling Democracy: Ritual as Cultural 
Resource, an interdisciplinary research collaboration funded 
by the Norwegian Research Council. In this project she 
researches ritual responses to the 22 July 2011 terrorist 
attacks, including Breivik's trial as ritual and the relationship 
between ritual and democracy. 

 


